The Abbreviated History of Donkey



             It all really began with the “wannabe 1000 thread – much ado about nothing…” (referred to as “Wannabe”) thread started by Chris (c_law23) back on 9/10/08 in the Beartooth Kawasaki (BTK) forum.  An earlier thread called “That NEWBIE Page was the greatest thread on the forum to date” had been shut down at 998 posts.  So, a few of us became determined to get a thread to post number 1000.  Jeff (jeffs99vulcan) posted an innocent picture of a donkey.  For whatever reason, the picture struck a nerve.  In a very short amount of time, he became Jeff’s avatar and Donkey, as he became known, started gaining both popularity and notoriety.  Meanwhile, the thread easily surpassed 1000 posts and, once we hit 1000, we didn’t stop…  2000… 3000…5000… and, finally, we topped 10,000.  People were stopping by the thread just to try and figure out what the heck was going on.  But things went south shortly after 10k… there was an online altercation, things got outta hand and we all know what happened there.  The thread was not only shut down but deleted on 12/17/08 at 10,697 posts.  These were the dark times and, while Donkey had made his appearances and had shown many of his personas, he had yet to lead us to the light.

Right after the “Wannabe” thread was trashed, the short-lived “BTK Lounge” was started by Dethbed on 12/17/08.  As far as our threads went, this was the least used and the most… uncomfortable.   Some thread members, as a result of actions from the “Wannabe” thread, were banned, the thread was monitored constantly by mods, and even Kawi Jim himself made more than one appearance there.  Members were warned to behave or more forum members would be banned.  The thread died a quiet and little-noticed death on 1/16/09 after only 721 posts, prolly cuz it coincided with the creation of the Biker's Lounge.  For a touch over two months, Donkey laid back.  Oh, he made his appearances in a few threads – most notably, Jeff’s “Ticking” thread - but he really didn’t have a place to call home.

Then, the original Donkey-specific thread – “Donkey Love - it’s driving me crazy” (or simply “Donkey Love”) - was started 3/24/09 by Scotty (rocknskot).  It was a simple and innocent request that started the thread… all he wanted was to see the many faces of Donkey, all in the same place. The thread took off quickly, bringing back many folks who hadn’t posted for the last couple of months.  Donkey had found his first home.  This was a thread of many firsts… It was in “Donkey Love” that the first Donkey songs were penned, Donkey haikus were written, Donkey prayers were chanted and Donkey really started showing his other personas.  This was also when we started monitoring (strictly for fun, mind you!) post counts – both in the thread and in the forum overall.  Another milestone in the legend that has become Donkey was discussed in this thread – the first DOD or Day of Donkey run.  The DOD actually spawned a little 430 post thread called “DOD – The Donkey Ride!” and became a central place to post DOD info within BTK.  The “Donkey Love” thread is also where W-DNKY: The Voice of BTK, created by Bill (wyfapres), came into being.  During the run of this thread, we found out Jeff had to leave us for some training for his upcoming Afghanistan job.  By this time, we had our sights firmly on 10,000 posts and felt that the honor of the 10,000th post should go to Jeff.  We contacted the mods and they agreed to lock down the thread for us when we got close.  We hit 9954 posts and it was shut down, waiting for Jeff’s return.  

            As a result of the Donkey Love shutdown, the “Donkey Overload Reservior” (or “Overload”) thread, our largest effort ever, was created as a place for us to hang until Jeff returned. Opened on 4/24/09 by none other than THE Donkey, himself, this was *the* epic thread, amassing a total of 67,123 posts before it was closed.  During this run, the first DOD occurred.  Many thread members - now known as the Donkey Faithful – gathered at Helen’s Hilltop, a biker bar in the small town of Toxinongie, Kansas to meet face-to-face for the first time, feast on poutine, and party with thread member Mike (mwmalotte’s) band Southern Reign.  The party was as epic as the thread, with members coming from Minnesota, Arizona, Oklahoma, Kansas, Missouri, North Carolina, as well as Toronto and Ottawa, Canada.  The first DOD was truly as international as the thread had become. Those that couldn’t attend kept the thread alive, waiting patiently (or not!) for updates from the attendees.  At the height of “Overload’s” life, we were told it had to be shut down.  100,000 posts was our goal but we were puttin’ a hurtin’ on the server – 67k posts were way too hard to index and 100k?  The admins woulda seen smoke coming outta the server.  So, it was off to our new home.

And, appropriately, it was a bar.  “The Donkey Bar *CAUTION* - Utter Nonsense” (or Donkey Bar”) thread was opened 8/25/09 and was started by Tod, one of BTK’s mods.  This was the first thread that BTK monitored for length, intending to take action before size became a problem for the servers. The party here lasted until 11/4/09, when we reached 29,673 posts and, less than 3 months after it opened; we lost the lease on our bar.  

In a vain effort to make it look like we were discussing something even slightly motorcycle-related, Marty (northernman) opened up a new thread called “Should a Donkey be ridden ATGATT or not… New thread, step inside” (“ATGATT” for short) on 11/04/09.  Not unexpectedly, no one fell for the title and the normal insanity continued on inside.  This thread witnessed Jeff (jeffs99vulcan) leaving for Kandahar, Afghanistan in December for his 6-month job and the finalizing ideas for DOD 1.5, taking place in Las Vegas in May of 2010.  With the mods keeping true to the because-of-us policy of limiting threads to somewhere between 25,000 and 30,000 posts, the “ATGATT” debate was tabled after 25,375 posts.  Once again, we boxed up our stuff and headed for our new digs.  This time, we were heading from a discussion room to…
…a confessional?  Yep, it looked like our sordid past finally caught up with us.  Donnie (ozyran440) started “Confessions of a donkeyholic – stop in a take a seat” (otherwise known as “Confessional”) on 2/07/10.  Fortunately, the typical madness ensued, as we had already confessed anything of interest to each other months ago.  The time frame of this thread saw the successful completion of DOD 1.5 in Las Vegas.  Our Canadian contingent was unable to attend but the event maintained its customary internationality with the attendance of Steve (insolentminx) from London, England.  This time period also saw a lull in Donkey activity due to a server hack experienced by BTK.  It took a few weeks to get it all worked out but eventually, things smoothed up and the Donkey Faithful were able to return.  Finally, the inevitable occurred and, after 27,102 posts, we once again had to head to new digs – this time, to our own club.
On 6/8/10, Steve (insolentminx) opened up our new place: “The Donkey Club – They only met once, but it changed their lives forever” (otherwise known as “Donkey Club”).   Not missing a beat, it was business as usual for the Donkey Faithful.  Unfortunately, the fun and frivolity was shattered mid-July as a few of the Donkey thread denizens were attacked.  Wave after wave of vile and rather disgusting threats were made.  At first, they were both in the thread and through PM.  But, as the mods got quicker (as they were now lying in wait for them), the attackers backed off to just PMs.  The mods were run ragged trying to keep up with the onslaught while also trying to keep a watchful eye on the rest of the forum.  Eventually, through some solid investigative work by some of BTK’s experienced admins and mods, the offending party was identified and banned.  Sadly, the offending party was someone who had endeared herself to us and had become one of us, the Donkey Faithful.  It was a pretty rough period for all concerned.  As a result of the time and energy it took to get this taken care of, the forum administration felt it was a good time to bring in some additional mods.  Three of the Donkey Faithful – Donnie (ozyran440, who stepped down shortly thereafter due to his job), Mike (mwmalotte), and Steve (insolentminx) were asked to step up.  This was quite a testament to how far we had come, considering our rough beginning.  
On 7/23/10, some of the Donkey Faithful started seeing some quirks and inconsistencies with the post numbering.  Something seemed to be wrong with the indexing.  After numerous attempts to repair it without success, it was decided that a move was in order.  So, at 16669 posts, the Donkey Club was moved to a new location.

On 7/24/10, “The Donkey Club – The first ones expensive, after that they’re all free – Part 6” (known as “Donkey Club v2”) was created by Kyle (Freakinout), one of the forum’s admins.  During this thread, the first discussions of DOD II took place.  The time and place for this event was set:  DuBois, Nebraska June 10-12, 2011, during ABATE of Nebraska’s District 11’s Spring Bash.  Southern Reign is playing both nights.  As discussed by the Forum administration, it was decided to rein in the post count a bit sooner in the Donkey threads, to try and alleviate any issues that may show up.  With that in mind, “Donkey Club v2” closed at 17,897 posts and the Faithful was directed to their new home.

On 10/15/10, “The Donkey Diaspora: A Meeting Place of the Donkey Faithful” (known as “Diaspora” was opened my Mike (mwmalotte).  This was a slow period of time in Donkeydom… a lot of the Faithful found themselves bogged down at work, others caught up projects, others just bummed at a particularly hard winter.  Whatever the reason, while it was always active, the Donkeys seemed to take a bit of a break.  Finally, in the late hours of 3/16/11, 20k was reached and it was about time to shut it down and move on to the next home.  After getting together and talking it over, it occurred to a few that, while Donkey has been involved in the forum for years and had done much to promote friendship, bridge cultural gaps and, yes, get into a little trouble here and there, he had never had any formal instruction.  This led to our next home…

On 3/17/11, it was decided that, however futile the effort might be, that it was time to try and teach Donkey.  In light of that, we moved the “How To Train Your Donkey”  As of this writing, we are at slightly over 12,000 posts in the classroom, so  we should be here for the next few months.  But, by now, moving has become a way of life for us.  As we average over 10,400 posts a month, we’ll continue doing it roughly four times a year.  Currently, Donkey and the Donkey Faithful have contributed over 235,000 posts into the BTK forum.  

One of Donkey’s highlights was being chosen as the BTK Forum’s March 2009 Member of the Month.  Looking at the announcement, one could easily be confused into thinking the honor was given to Jeff (jeffs99vulcan) but those of us in the know realize who the true recipient was.  After all, not only is Donkey mentioned – in words and pictures - 42 times in the 146 posts, Jeff himself gives all credit to Donkey.  It was an honor well deserved.

There have been a number of offshoot threads concerning and involving Donkey.  A search will show you no less than 74 threads that have “Donkey” mentioned in them and 18 that have “Donkey” in the title.  The largest offshoot thread is one about, strangely enough, a stuffed donkey.  This thread, started by Chris (idmtchris), chronicles the travels of a stuffed donkey – identified as the semi-official mascot of BTK - as he gets sent from forum member to forum member.  This travel is shown through posts and pics within the thread.  So far, “Donkey” has been to the US, Canada, Afghanistan, China, and England.  He was also the main guest at the first DOD and still wears the coveted t-shirt from that event.
Another couple of items to note… interestingly enough, when Jeff did come back from training, we never did revive the “Donkey Love” thread – it is still closed and sitting at 9954 posts.  And, speaking of the “Donkey Love” thread, to date, we’ve never featured all the faces of Donkey in one thread.  They’ve made their appearances across numerous threads but there is no one thread one can go and see them all.
Donkey Thread “K” Milestones
One of the more enjoyable aspects of participating in the Donkey threads is the post-hoin’ that goes on.  Everyone knows that post count means absolutely nothing but we have fun celebrating the personal milestones we hit.  We also celebrate thread milestones, typically at every thousand posts.  In light of that, here is a list of all who hit those milestones throughout the history of these threads.
Wannabe Thread – 10,697 posts

First – Chris (c_law23)
1000 – Chris (c_law23)

2000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

3000 – Kat (lilmama26)
4000 – Steve (sbg8r)

5000 – Jeff (jeffs99vulcan)

6000 – Kevin (knkt)

7000 – Bret (bretsk2500)

8000 – Jeff (jeffs99vulcan)

9000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

10,000 – Keith (kowboy)

Last - 
Gary (pitchinguy)
BTK Lounge – 721 posts

First – Andrew (Dethbed)

No “k” milestones due to short thread

Last – Albert (Vulcan_dude)

Donkey Love – 9954 posts

First – Scotty (rocknskot)

1000 – Bill (wyfapres)

2000 – Cinnamon (cinnamon)

3000 – Bill (wyfapres)

4000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

5000 – Jeff (jeffs99vulcan)

6000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

7000 – Bill (wyfapres)

8000 – Steve (sbg8r)

9000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

Last – Carlo (trikebubble)

Donkey Overload – 67,123 posts

First – THE Donkey

1000 – Scott (SCOTTKILOWATT)

2000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

3000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

4000 – Bill (wyfapres)

5000 – Mike (Michael600r)

6000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

7000 – Mike (Michael600r)

8000 – Mike (Michael600r)

9000 – Bill (wyfapres)

10,000 – Jeff (jeffs99vulcan)

11,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

12,000 – Jeff (jeffs99vulcan)

13,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

14,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

15,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

16,000 – Brian (76brian)

17,000 – Chris (joeVulcan)

18,000 – Chris (joeVulcan)

19,000 – Jeff (jeffs099vulcan)

20,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

21,000 – Mike (Michael600r)

22,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

23,000 – Bill (wyfapres)

24,000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

25,000 – Donnie – (ozyran440)

26,000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

27,000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

28,000 – Chris (joeVulcan)

29,000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

30,000 – Steve (insolentminx)

31,000 – Donnie (ozyran440)

32,000 – Mike (Michael600r)

33,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

34,000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

35,000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

36,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

37,000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

38,000 – Adam (ALStensby)

39,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

40,000 – Nuke (jlcnuke)

41,000 – Nuke (jlcnuke)

42,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

43,000 – Marty (northernman)

44,000 – Donnie (ozyran440)

45,000 – Bill (wyfapres)

46,000 – Donnie (ozyran440)

47,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

48,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

49,000 – Donnie (ozyran440)

50,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

51,000 – Cotton (BeatnikFink)

52,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

53,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

54,000 – Pat (PSNinja)

55,000 – Chris (joeVulcan)

56,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

57,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

58,000 – Mike (Michael600r)

59,000 – Brian (76brian)

60,000 – Adam (ALStensby)

61,000 – Mike (Michael600r)

62,000 – Adam (ALStensby)

63,000 – Adam (ALStensby)

64,000 – Dave (Badmedicine)

65,000 – Cinnamon (Cinnamon)

66,000 – Mike (Michael600r)

67,000 – Mike (Michael600r)

Last – Tod (Tod)

Donkey Bar – 29,673 posts

First – Tod (Tod)

1000 – Steve (insolentminx)

2000 – Chris (joeVulcan)

3000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

4000 – Mike (Michael600r)

5000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

6000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

7000 – Trent (buschboy)

8000 – Dennis (kopcicle)

9000 – Adam (ALStensby)

10,000 – Adam (ALStensby)

11,000 – Adam (ALStensby)

12,000 – Nuke (jlcnuke)

13,000 – Marty (northernman)

14,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

15,000 – Marty (northernman)

16,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

17,000 – Marty (northernman)

18,000 – Chris (joeVulcan)

19,000 – Steve (insolentminx)

20,000 – Trent (buschboy)

21,000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

22,000 – Terri (moongirl)

23,000 – Dennis (kopcicle)

24,000 – Len (pb641)

25,000 – Steve (insolentminx)

26,000 – Steve (insolentminx)

27,000 – Trent (buschboy)

28,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

29,000 – Lance (V2K_CCTX)

Last – Tod (Tod)

Donkey ATGATT – 25,375 posts

First – Marty (northernman)

1000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

2000 - 
Len (pb641)

3000 – Trent (buschboy)

4000 – Ryan (wild_deuce03)

5000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

6000 – Trent (buschboy)

7000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

8000 – Bill (wyfapres)

9000 – Dennis (kopcicle)

10,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

11,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

12,000 – Chris (joeVulcan)

13,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

14,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

15,000 – Dennis (kopcicle)

16,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

17,000 – Trent (buschboy)

18,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

19,000 - ? (fireand ice)

20,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

21,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

22,000 – Doug (rustygunner)

23,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

24,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

25,000 – BR (brown recluse)

Last – Tod (Tod)

Donkey Confessional – 27,102 posts
First – Donnie (ozyran440)

1000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

2000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

3000 – Donnie (ozyran440)

4000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

5000 – Nancy (B.B.)

6000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

7000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

8000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

9000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

10,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

11,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

12,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

13,000 – Mark (makkat)

14,000 – Dennis (kopcicle)

15,000 – Doug (rustygunner)

16,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

17,000 – Trent (buschboy)

18,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

19,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

20,000 – Mark (makkat)

21,000 – Marty (northernman)

22,000 – Trent (buschboy)

23,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

24,000 – Donnie (ozyran440)

25,000 – Mark (makkat)

26,000 – Mike (Hardwire)

27,000 – Lance (V2K_CCTX)

Last – Tod (Tod)

Donkey Club – 16,669 posts
First – Steve (insolentminx)

1000 – Mark (makkat)

2000 – Adam (ALStensby)

3000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

4000 – CJ (SeaJay)

5000 – BR (brown recluse)

6000 – Lance (V2K_CCTX)

7000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

8000 – Lance (V2K_CCTX)

9000 – Mark (makkat)

10,000 – Mark (makkat)

11,000 – Mark (makkat)

12,000 – Dave (Badmedicine)

13,000 – Mark (makkat)

14,000 – Lance (V2K_CCTX)

15,000 – Lance (V2K_CCTX)

16,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)
Last – Kyle (Freakinout)

Donkey Club v2 – 17,897 posts
First – Kyle (Freakinout)

1000 – Chris (joeVulcan)
2000 – Mark (makkat)

3000 – Trent (buschboy)

4000 – Doug (rustygunner)

5000 – Suze (Suze711)

6000 – Suze (Suze711)
7000 – Steve (insolentminx)
8000 – Dennis (kopcicle)
9000 – Trent (buschboy)
10,000 – Doug (rustygunner)

11,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

12,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

13,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

14,000 – Suze (Suze711)

15,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

16,000 – Suze (Suze711)

17,000 - Mike (mwmalotte)

Last – Mike (mwmalotte)

Donkey Diaspora – 20,016 posts
First – Mike (mwmalotte)

1000 – Trent (buschboy)
2000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)
3000 – Steve (Insolentminx)

4000 – Mike (mwmalotte)
5000 – BR (brown recluse)

6000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)
7000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

8000 – Mark (Makkat)

9000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

10,000 – Mike (Hardwire)

11,000 – Mac (Rockingmtranch)

12,000 – Trent (buschboy)

13,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

14,000 – Mark (Makkat)

15,000 – Dave (Badmedicine)

16,000 – Suzie (Kawi-girl)

17,000 – Mike (mwmalotte)

18,000 – Dave (Badmedicine)

19,000 – BR (brown recluse)

20,000 – Suze (Suze711)

Last – Mike (mwmalotte)

How To Train Your Donkey – current thread

First – Mike (mwmalotte)

1000 – Bob (bobg)
2000 – Trent (buschboy)
3000 – Len (pb641)
4000 – Len (pb641)
5000 – Laurie (OSWHollowpoint)
6000 – Len (pb641)

7000 – Len (pb641)

8000 – Adam (ALStensby)

9000 – Catherine (Brown Recluse)

10,000 – Dave (Steel Panther)

11,000 – CJ (SeaJay)

12,000 – Chris (joeVulcan)

13,000 - 

